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homeschooling? is it 
Best for young Children?

By Kerry Williams 
Writer

“Look, Mommy, that says God,” 
three-year-old Sonny announced 
excitedly. I hadn’t set out to 
teach this child to read. In fact, 
at the time I was entrenched in 
a new (to me) school of thought 
that says children do not have 
the cognitive maturity to begin 
reading until they are closer to 
eight years. I leaned toward a 
more relaxed approach to early 
childhood education.

“Yes, Son, that’s right! Good job.” 
At that point I realized God had a 
whole plan and purpose for this 
child—despite my own opinions 
and beliefs about education—and 
it was my role and joy to search 
out the path and know His will for 
each of my children. I had a choice 
at that juncture. Do I ignore the 
fact that at such a tender age my 
son loved letters, books and the 
written word? Or do I embrace 
his ever-growing spatial awareness 
and eagerness to learn everything 
he saw on a flashcard? In the 
end, I decided not to hold my 
son back but rather find ways 
to encourage and cultivate his 
budding enthusiasm for learning. 
God has a purpose for him and 

By Timothy Williams
Publisher

Question: 
Why does God allow so much 

evil in the world?

answer: 
There is no shallow end when 

you walk on water.
If you attempt to walk on water, 

the depth makes no difference. 
Whether four inches or forty 
feet of water, having the faith to 
walk on top of the water makes 
the depth irrelevant. Walking on 
water requires total faith. There is 
no shallow end to help start safely 
or comfortably. It’s all or nothing. 
As Peter discovered, you either 
walk or you sink.

Peter said to Him, “Lord, if it is 
You, command me to come to 
You on the water.” And He said, 

“Come!” And Peter got out of 
the boat, and walked on the 
water and came toward Jesus. 
But seeing the wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning 
to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” (Matthew 14:28-30)

Like walking on water, following 
Jesus requires everything we 
have—all of our heart, mind, soul, 
and strength. For now, let us just 
consider the mind.

A surgeon who uses half his 
brain to operate on a patient 
would be called a butcher, but, in 

today’s church, anyone who uses 
half their wits to follow Jesus is 
called a Christian. In truth, the 
Bible describes them as fools. But 
there is no excuse for a Christian 
to be a fool.

(Continued on Page 11)

shallow End: answering tough Questions

just maybe that includes the life-
lessons and self-discipline that a 
more structured school approach 
can afford.

Don’t get me wrong. I’m 
certainly not an advocate for 
pushing a child to read before his 
or her fifth birthday. Rather, I take 
the approach that every mother is 
a home-educator and is uniquely 
positioned to recognize her child’s 
learning styles, strengths and 
readiness. Who, after all, teaches 
children to talk, walk, hold a 
spoon and sit for meal times? 
Who else spends countless hours 
encouraging these dear ones to 
wonder at God’s creation, learn 
the colors of the rainbow and 
count the birds on the front yard 
feeder? Yes, a mother, no matter 
her own education philosophy, 
should be her child’s first teacher.  
And there’s no hurry to decide 
if you really want to become a 
homeschooling family. 

Did you know the Washington 
State law sets compulsory school 
age at eight years old?  That means 
you don’t have to enroll your child 
in public, private or home-based 
instruction until his or her eighth 
birthday. You have the right and 
privilege to guide and nurture 
your children at home for their 
eight most tender, formative years. 

(Continued on Page 2)
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homeschooling? is it Best for 
young Children? (Continued from Front Page)

And the beauty of it is that you 
do not have to look at schooling 
as hours stuck at a desk with 
a workbook. Here are some 
creative suggestions for how to 
spend this meaningful time with 
your children.

1. read, read, read
Every mother of pre-school 

children hears this repetitively but, 
it’s so easy to neglect. Read stories, 
Scripture, children’s biographies 
of historical figures, poems or 
rhymes. Even if your children don’t 
understand the content, they will 
inevitably enjoy the closeness with 
you and benefit greatly from the 
auditory involvement.

2. stop and smell the roses…
literally!

Take a leisurely stroll with your 
little one. See if you can find 
some creepy-crawlies or worms 
to watch. Look up at the sky and 
discuss the shapes you see. Maybe 
you can collect leaves 
and do some leaf-
rubbings with crayons 
when you get home. 
If there is a particular 
flower or plant your 
child seems to gravitate 
toward, look it up. 
Read about it together 
and have fun trying to 
pronounce its scientific 
name.

3. Conduct simple 
science Experiments

Google a simple phrase like “pre-
school science experiments” and 
you’ll be kept busy. Some of my 
favorites include:

•	 Allow your child to discover 
if ice melts better on a plate, 
in cold water or in hot water.

•	 Observe the changes in lima 
beans when one is placed in 
a dry location and the other 
in a moist place.

•	 Spin a raw egg and a hard-
boiled egg and decide how 
to tell the difference. Why 
does it do that?

•	 Plant flower seeds in a dirt- 
filled, clear cup and watch 
the roots grow. Discuss the 
different parts of the plant.

•	 Get a butterfly kit and 
have fun observing a life 
cycle in action (www.
insectlore.com has some 
beautiful products).

•	 Trace around your child 
on a large sheet of art 
paper. Color and cut out 
body organs to paste onto 
the outline.

4. Cook together
So many lessons evolve out of 

basic-recipe cooking. If any of you 
are a little “Type A” like myself, 
this can be tricky. But try to let 
your children measure out the 
flour, pour some ingredients or 
simply stir. Sonny loves to crack 
eggs. Turtle loves to scoop flour. 
Take the opportunity to talk about 
good nutrition and hygiene. 

5. memorize scripture
There are so many products 

available to help with this if you 
need some inspiration. Your 
child’s learning style will dictate 
how he or she  best memorizes 
Scripture. My visual learner loves 
a basic flashcard or coloring 
sheet with the words. Even before 
he could read, it seemed to help 
him to have a reference. My little 
auditory learner loves Scripture 
set to music (like “Seeds Family 
Worship”) and my kinesthetic, 
i.e., “hands on” niece loves to 
make up actions. Whichever 
form it takes, you will begin to 
build a foundation of God’s Word 
your children can call upon for 
years to come. 

These are just a few ideas off 
the top of my head. Be creative in 
teaching your children basics like 
letters of the alphabet, counting 
and basic fine motor skills. If 
your child seems disinterested 
in one area, try teaching using 
a different method. The more 
you work and play together, the 
quicker you will see his or her 
learning styles emerge. And at 
this age, I would caution against 
drilling. Sometimes the brain’s 
connections just aren’t firing yet 
so don’t push it. Drop the subject 
and move on to something else. 

One great way to discover your 
children’s learning styles and 
direct their little hearts to the 
Lord from an early age, is to begin 
a quiet time routine from six 
months onwards using the Quiet 
Time Box™. I highly recommend 
As You Walk Along the Way in the 
recommended reading list at the 
end of this article. It will teach 
you how to spiritually guide your 
child at each developmental stage 
and will truly steer you on a great 
course in raising your children.  

Now that my second son is 
three, I’m fairly sure it will be 

a while before he reads his first 
word. For Turtle, letters make 
pretty patterns and cool noises. 
He’s a different creature altogether 
and I absolutely love it!

recommended reading
Beechick, Ruth, The Three R’s. 

Mott Media, 2006. 
Chapman, Gary, The Five Love 

Languages of Children. Northfield 
Publishing, 2005

Moore, Raymond S., Better 
Late than Early, Readers Digest 
Association, 1989

Patrick, Sue, Sue Patrick’s 
Workbox System: A User’s Guide. 
Workbox System, 2008

Williams, Carla R., As You 
Walk Along the Way. WinePress 
Publishing, 2001

Williams, Carla R., My 
Bible Dress Up Book. Cook 
Communications, 2000

Wilson, Elizabeth, Books Children 
Love. Crossway Books, 1987

Kerry has enjoyed ten years of 
marriage to a godly, dedicated man 
and feels blessed to be a stay-at-home 
mom. 
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have an article?

mountain Cabin Prevents suicide 
by Mike Owens 

Editor

In his heart a man plans his 
course, but the Lord deter-
mines his steps. (Proverbs 16:9)

He lay on the side of the road 
for more than eight hours. His 
attempt at suicide had failed and 
left him incapacitated.

In mid-July the Richardson** 
family accepted their pastor’s 
standing offer to use the 
mountainside cabin for a time of 
retreat. They planned to spend 
the weekend resting, but God had 
other plans, as He often does. On 
Sunday afternoon Charles and 
Catherine, along with their three 
children, decided to venture into 
the beautiful Gifford Pinchot 
National Forest for an afternoon 
drive. Two hours later, while 
heading back to the cabin, the 
family chose to make a scenic stop. 
As the married couple haggled over 
a nice area to pull over, Charles 
overshot the turn and started 
to back up. Catherine, however, 
asked Charles to keep driving, but 
he chose to backtrack and pulled 
into an isolated side road leading 
to a campground. Charles didn’t 
want to stop the car, but followed 
Catherine’s instructions as she 
pointed to a man lying prostrate 
next to a truck. They stopped 
and Charles went to check on the 
man’s condition.

“He didn’t look good at all,” 
Charles stated. “When I asked him 
how he was feeling, he told me 
he’d tried to commit suicide, and 
had failed.” 

While Charles tried to help, 
Catherine and her children stayed 
in their car and prayed for the 
injured man. 

And pray in the Spirit on all oc-
casions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep 
on praying for all the saints. 
(Ephesians 6:18)

Eight hours earlier the man 
had tried to take his life, but God 
intervened and the attempt failed. 
During that time the man laid in 
the elements—weak, sick, and in 
need of help. 

Charles checked his cell phone 
and discovered he didn’t have 
service and ran toward the nearest 
main road and flagged down a 
passing car. Its two passengers 
would alter the course of the 
entire event. 

“Coincidentally,” Lucy and 
Brad were headed back from a 
trip in the Tri-Cities when they 
saw Charles frantically waiving 
at them to pull over. Had they 
altered their course in any way, 
stopping for a meal or gas, or 
even hesitated for a minute, 
Charles may have missed them. 
But like the cabin, God had things 
planned out ahead of time.

He explained the situation to the 
couple. “When Lucy heard about 
the situation, she immediately 
offered her help.” Charles said, 
“She had been trained as a nurse 
and a physical therapist and 
worked with trauma patients.” 
Lucy quickly began to provide 
lifesaving help to the weakened 
man.  God orchestrated the 
perfect help at the perfect time. 

“At one point the injured man 
asked for water,” Catherine 
commented. “I was surprised 
when Lucy declined his request. 
She later told us drinking water 
could make things worse.” 

Leaving the scene, Charles 
headed for the nearest town—
fifteen miles away. Catherine 
and her children stayed behind 
and continued to pray, as Lucy 
attended to the man. After finding 
a phone Charles called the local 
fire station, but no one answered. 
He continued with his search for 
emergency personnel, but being 
Sunday most businesses, including 
the fire station were closed. 
Finally he arrived at the nearest 
gas station and connected with 
911. Paramedics soon picked up 
the injured man and rushed him 
to the emergency room where he 
regained his strength and received 
the help he desperately needed.

“We’re happy that God used us 
to save a life,” Charles said, “but 
we’re even happier to give the man 
a Bible which contains the words of 
Eternal Life. We’re praying he’ll see 
what God did for him and truly be 
saved in an eternal way.”

In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now he 
commands all people every-
where to repent. (Acts 17:30)

In reality, God’s will of having 
a cabin available combined with 
His perfect timing saved a life 

that day. Catherine shared, “We’re 
so thankful our pastor followed 
God’s leading several years ago 
when he purchased the cabin, 
hoping it would become a refuge 
for God’s people.” Jesus taught 
that obedience in one small 
area has everlasting affects—
and that day it certainly proved 
true. Had the cabin not been 
purchased, nor the offer made 
to the Richardson family to use 
it that weekend, a man may have 
lost his life and never received the 
chance to repent. Such obedience 
demonstrates the importance of 
surrendering to God’s will and 
having faith in Christ. Since 2005 
many families have used the quaint 
cabin resting outside beautiful Mt. 
Rainier National Park to relax and 
seek God. May everyone reading 
this discover the same joys and 
sufferings in following Jesus that 
bless others. 

Mike works in the publishing 
industry helping authors through 
the publishing process. He enjoys 
writing, reading, and editing

**Names changed to protect involved parties.
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Crossword Puzzle answers 
(See Page 7 for Puzzle)

Across
3. Allegorical illustrations | 
Parables
4. Elijah ran faster | Chariot
5. Seen under a fig tree | 
Nathanael
6. King David’s delight | 
Scripture
9. Show our love | Obedience

11. Pilate’s friend | Herod
12. Climbing over the sheep pen 
| Thief
13. Children are trained | 
Discipline
14. Shortest Scripture in the 
Bible | John11:35
17. Paul’s final destination | 
Rome
18. Where our treasure is | 
Heaven
19. He questioned Jesus at night | 
Nicodemus

21. We must love them too | 
Enemies

Down
1. City who worshiped unknown 
God | Athens
2. The mouth speaks | Heart
3. Apostle John wound up here | 
Patmos
5. Size of the gate | Narrow
7. Bald head | Elisha
8. Jesus received food from | God
10. Come unhindered to Jesus | 

Children
14. Camel-hair preacher | John
15. The greatest of all | Love
16. Doubting Didymus | Thomas
20. Present our bodies daily | 
Sacrifice
22. Can anything good come 
from there | Nazareth

sanctifying summer—Bust the Boredom!
By Carla Williams

Writer

It doesn’t take long for the 
summer humdrums to set in 
and the kids to whine, “There’s 
nothing to do! I’m so bored.”  
At our house, the words “I’m 
bored” were not allowed, 
along with “You’re stupid” and 
“Shut up!”  Boredom, however, 
represents a heart attitude just 
as much as the other phrases.  

Paul warned his young protégé 
Timothy to watch out for 
quarrels and foolish arguments. 
Then he immediately said, “But 
godliness with contentment is 
great gain.” Content children are 
less quarrelsome. 

Take a good look at your own 
heart—are you bored? Now I 
bet you’re thinking, I’m too busy 
to be bored. But I bet if you’re 
honest, you feel apathetic about 
your life at times. Do you plop 
down in front of the television 
almost nightly? Do you count 
the minutes till your kids go 
to bed? Ever tire of your daily 
routine? All these are signs of 
discontentment.

Summertime provides the 
perfect season for teaching our 
children to draw closer to God. 
Try these suggestions to deal with 
boredom during the summer:

1. Plant some seeds in your 
yard or in some pots. Discuss 
the parable of the sower 
(Mark 4) with your children. 
Ask them for examples of 
the different “heart soil” 
conditions in their own lives. 
For example, times they have 
rebelled and didn’t want to 
obey or had a good attitude 
and were obedient. 

2. Make “jobs” a joy. With 
your children, make a list of 
chores that you can turn into 
celebrations—clean out the 
garage, pull weeds or mow 
the yard. Schedule a day for 

each task on the calendar. 
Pitch in as a family and do 
the job together. Discover the 
fun of talking and laughing 
while you work.

3. Serve others. Ask your 
children to think of people 
in your neighborhood or 
community that may need 
some help with their yard 
or housework. Take time 
each week to serve someone 
outside your household.

4. Set aside “Mom & Me” or 
“Dad & Me” time. Put on 
the calendar specific times to 
spend with alone with each 
child. This may mean hiring 
a babysitter to watch the 
younger kids while you spend 
time with their older sibling. 

5. Spend time alone with 
God each day. Long days of 
sunshine and play can easily 
rob you of “quiet time.” Set 
a consistent time each day 
for your children to spend 
time alone in their rooms 
or at a quiet spot. Give them 
direction and encouragement 
to pray and read their Bibles.

6. Write your own family reality 
story. Instead of watching 
your favorite “reality show,” 
list the funniest, scariest and 
the most blessed times in 
your lives. Have every family 
member pick his or her 
favorite incident and write a 

page about it or draw a picture 
illustrating what happened. 
Dig out photographs to 
go along with the stories. 
Put these all together in a 
scrapbook for your family to 
treasure for years to come.

7. Make a family fitness plan. 
Boredom often leads to 
overeating and overeating 
leads to lack of exercise, 
which leads to more 
boredom. Make a month 
of healthy summer menus; 
include one day a week 
where the kids make dinner. 
Go for a walk or bike ride as 
a family. Hike a local trail. 

8. Designate one reading night 
a week. Everyone has his or 
her own book (or electronic 
reader if you prefer), but 
you have to read in the same 
room.  Older children can 
read to younger ones or 
provide paper and crayons 
for little ones.  Read for at 
least one hour. It’s amazing 
how hard it is for the entire 
family to sit still for that long. 
It’s a great way to instill self-
discipline and restraint. 

9. Blow bubbles! Nothing 
busts boredom faster than 
blowing bubbles or playing in 
water. I love playing with my 
grandkids outside. Fill water 
balloons and toss them in 
the air and catch them with 

a beach towel. Turn on the 
sprinkler and run through 
it. In other words, enjoy the 
sunshine and have fun with 
your kids outdoors! 

10. Give thanks!  In 1 
Thessalonians 5:18 we 
read, “Give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.”  Thankfulness is a 
willful decision. On hot 
summer days, that can be 
tough.  Hang a white board 
or poster board on the wall 
and write “Thank you God!” 
Every time a family member 
grumbles, she is required to 
write one thing she is thankful 
for on the board. 

If you’re content, your children 
will be too. Kids will not naturally 
find constructive things to do. 
Teach them how make good, 
productive use of their time that 
will bust the boredom. Days are 
longer in the summer, which gives 
us more time to enjoy one another 
and the gifts God has given us. So 
have fun, sanctify the summer and 
gain some sanity in the process!

Carla is an Editorial and Publicity 
Director, freelance writer, 
speaker, and workshop leader. 
Carla is the author or co-author 
of twelve books, over one hundred 
articles, curriculum, games and 
devotionals.
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Practice of the Presence of god: our only Business

Brother lawrence: hungering for god
By Janice Robeson

Writer

Who among us has not hungered 
to know God intimately, as a child 
to his father, as Jesus modeled for 
us? Brother Lawrence is a perfect 
example of this, and the legacy he 
left us still endures after 400 years.

Brother Lawrence began his 
life in 1614 as Nicolas Herman 
in Herimenil, in the region of 
Lorraine, France. He was the son of  
poor peasants and joined the army 
as a way of supporting himself. 

During his time in the military 
he had a unique experience that 
caused him to seek after God. He 
was 18 years old. In his later years, 
he described it this way, “That in the 
winter, seeing a tree stripped of its 
leaves, and considering that within 
a little time, the leaves would be 
renewed, and after that the flowers 
and fruit appear, he received a high 
view of the Providence and Power 
of God, which has never since been 
effaced from his soul. That this view 
had perfectly set him loose from the 
world, and kindled in him such a 
love for God, that he could not tell 
whether it had increased in above 
forty years that he had lived since.”

A short while after his conversion 
experience, he suffered an injury 
and had to leave the military, 
so he found work as a footman. 
Nicolas worked for Monsieur de 
Fieubet, a well-known banker. His 
job as footman was to be present 
at the door, to serve at the table 
and to perform various other 
tasks. He referred to himself as “a 
clumsy fellow who used to break 
everything.”

The time spent in the military 
and working as a footman went 
on for a number of years. As he 
grew older it was a cause of regret 

that he did not more quickly leave 
the world behind and become 
exclusively devoted to the service 
of God.

His relationship with and hunger 
for God had so altered him that 
he consulted with an uncle who 
was a member of the Carmelite 
Order. His uncle confirmed his 
belief that the only safe direction 
was to withdraw from the world 
and its subtle and not-so-
subtle defilement.  He 
told Nicolas that the 
air of the world was 
contagious and if 
it did not “strike 
dead all who 
breathe it, it 
inevitably alters 
or corrupts the 
morals of those 
who follow its 
ways.” Nicolas 
then tried to 
find satisfaction 
in a hermit’s life, 
where he was under 
the mentorship of 
a  wealthy gentleman 
who also longed to “taste 
how sweet the Lord is, to those 
who search for Him with all their 
heart.”  He discovered that the 
life of a hermit, instead of being a 
blessing, as it had been for others, 
was not for him.

Nicolas introduced himself 
as a candidate in the Order of 
Discalced (Barefooted) Carmelites 
in 1649, looking for a place to 
“suffer for his failures.” He chose 
the religious name, “Lawrence of 
the Resurrection.”  He entered as 
a lay brother since he did not have 
the education to become a priest. 
The Carmelites assigned him to the 
kitchen and he spent the rest of his 
life serving his superiors there and 

working as a repairer of sandals.
Despite living simply as a kitchen 

servant and running errands for 
his superiors, peace and faith 
permeated his countenance and 
for this reason people were drawn 
to him and sought out his counsel. 
Brother Lawrence felt having a 
proper heart about tasks made every 
detail of his life possess surpassing 
value. “I began to live as if there were 

no one save God and me in the 
world.” Brother Lawrence 

felt that he cooked meals, 
ran errands, scrubbed 

pots, and endured the 
scorn of the world 
alongside God. 

His reputation 
came to the 
attention of 
Cardinal de 
Noailles, and 
the cardinal sent 
his envoy, Father 

Joseph de Beaufort, 
to interview Brother 

Lawrence. Father de 
Beaufort later  compiled 

the letters of Brother 
Lawrence after his death, which 

became the basis for the book, The 
Practice of the Presence of God.  In 
his own words, in conversation 
with de Beaufort, Brother Lawrence 
remembered:

“That he had desired to be 
received into a monastery, thinking 
that he would there be made to 
smart for his awkwardness and the 
faults he should commit, and so 
he should sacrifice to God his life, 
with its pleasures: but that God 
had disappointed him, he having 
met with nothing but satisfaction 
in that state.” 

Brother Lawrence would be 
shocked to see the influence 
of his life today—spent inside 

the walls of the monastery. He 
would be amazed to see that his 
impact reached far beyond the  
the eighty short years of his life. 
Father Lawrence died in 1691, 
finally entering into complete 
communion with his Friend. 

Janice is employed as a Receptionist. 
She has lived in Washington since 
2002 and enjoys learning about 
heroes of the faith.

Contributed By Thomas McGee
Writer

Brother Lawrence, from 
The Practice of the Presence of God

Let us thus think often that 
our only business in this life 
is to please God, and that all 
besides is but folly and vanity. 
You and I have lived about forty 
years in religion (i.e., a monastic 
life). Have we employed them in 
loving and serving God, who by 
His mercy has called us to this 
state and for that very end? I am 
filled with shame and confusion 
when I reflect on one hand upon 
the great favors which God has 

done, and incessantly continues 
to do me; and on the other, upon 
the ill use I have made of them, 
and my small advancement in 
the way of perfection.

Since by His mercy He gives 
us still a little time, let us begin 
in earnest: let us repair the 
lost time: let us return with a 
full assurance to that Father of 
mercies, who is always ready 
to receive us affectionately. Let 
us renounce, let us generously 
renounce, for the love of Him, all 
that is not Himself; He deserves 
infinitely more. Let us think of 
Him perpetually. Let us put all 
our trust in Him. I doubt not 
but we shall soon find the effects 

of it in receiving the abundance 
of His grace, with which we can 
do all things, and without which 
we can do nothing but sin.

We cannot escape the dangers 
which abound in life without 
the actual and continual help 
of God: let us then pray to Him 
for it continually. How can we 
pray to Him without being with 
Him? How can we be with Him 
but in thinking of Him often? 
And how can we often think of 
Him, but by a holy habit which 
we should form of it? You will 
tell me that I am always saying 
the same thing. It is true, for this 
is the best and easiest method I 
know; and as I use no other, I 

advise all the world to do it. We 
must know before we can love. 
In order to know God, we must 
often think of Him; and when we 
come to love Him, we shall then 
also think of Him often, for our 
heart will be with our treasure. 
This is an argument which well 
deserves your consideration.

Thomas is a Graphic Designer 
and Web Developer by trade and 
enjoys reading and learning from 
God’s saints throughout the ages.

1456 Cole Street • Enumclaw • 360.825.7258

www.TheSaltShaker.com
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A 53-year-old Lao pastor 
remains behind bars after 
Lao police arrested him 
on Wednesday, June 6th 
for encouraging others to 
convert to Christianity, a 
spokesman from the group 
Human Rights Watch for 
Lao Religious Freedom 
(HRWLRF) confirmed to 
Compass Direct News.

The arrest of Asa, 
identified by only a single 
name, took place at around 4 
p.m. at his home in Peeyeur 
village, Luang Namtha 
Province. Police then drove Asa 
to the Luang Namtha provincial 
prison, some 31 miles away—
too far to allow visits from 
concerned family members or 
friends who have limited access 
to road transport.

According to HRWLRF, if 
normal procedure had been 
followed, police would have 
held Asa in a village or district 
prison for three days while they 
investigated charges against him.

On Thursday, June 7th, 
Khamla, a prominent Christian 

leader in the province, met with 
police and discovered that Asa 
had been charged with leading 
people to Christ.

 Two years ago, police forced Asa 
to sign documents agreeing that 
he would neither proclaim Christ 
nor lead people to Christianity. 
This year, however, many people 
in Peeyeur and surrounding 
villagers, touched by Asa’s life and 
testimony, have accepted Christ.

In another case, on June 
16 the Laung district police 
arrested two Thai citizens, Jonasa 

lao authorities seek to Eliminate Christianity
Wiwatdamrong, age 54, and 
his brother Phanthakorn, age 
40, along with two unnamed 
Lao citizens. 

They reportedly were in 
a home of a local Christian. 
When a Lao man came to 
them with questions from 
a Bible, Jonasa was seen 
explaining the Bible passage 
to the man. At the same time, 
another man who saw Jonasa 
explaining the Bible went to 
report to the police. When the 
police arrived, they searched 
their bags and found CDs 
of bible stories and a small 
black and white picture book 

of bible stories. Thus, the police 
took their passports. Later in the 
evening, the police came back 
to arrest them and transported 
them to Laung district prison. 
Afterward, they were transferred 
to Luang Namtha province prison.

An investigation that could last 
approximately three days would 
normally follow an arrest while 
the person charged was detained 
in a village or district prison.

The Lao authorities have 
not allowed any contact with 
those four Christians. All 

personal belongings, including 
money, phones and personal 
possessions, were confiscated. 
Now family members are 
gathering resources in order to 
care for the four prisoners. Since 
Lao prisons do not provide 
adequate care, it is up to family 
members to provide food.

Luang Namtha provincial 
officials have often reportedly 
expressed that they want to 
eliminate Christianity from their 
province. Local believers in at least 
fifteen villages in Luang Namtha 
have all shared the common story 
of persecution at the hands of the 
Lao authorities. 

Jacob is a multimedia designer 
and professional photographer. 

Sources:
http://www.hrwlrf.net/pages/Lao-
Authorities-Arrest-Thai-and-Lao-
Citizens-in-Luang-Namtha.html

h t t p : / / w w w . c o m p a s s d i r e c t .
o r g / e n g l i s h / c o u n t r y / l a o s /
article_1597803.html
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Across
3. Allegorical Illustrations
4. Elijah Ran Faster
5. Seen Under a Fig Tree
6. King David’s Delight
9. Show our Love
11. Pilot’s Friend
12. Climbing Over the Sheep Pen
13. Children are Trained
14. Shortest Scripture in the Bible
17. Paul’s Final Destination
18. Where our treasure is
19. He questioned Jesus by Night
21. We must Love them too
Down
1. City who Worshipped Unknown god
2. The Mouth Speaks
3. Apostle John Wound up Here
5. Size of the Gate
7. Bald Head
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“Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you”

Matthew 5:44
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In every average public school 
classroom, at least one child will 
likely be a sociopath. According 
to Dr. Martha Stout, sociopaths 
account for 4% of the total 
population. Combine that fact with 
the development of social media 
and the internet, and it spells real 
trouble for the honest person. No 
wonder lies, slander, and destruction 
spreads in our communities at an 
alarming rate.

“About one in twenty-five 
individuals are sociopathic, 
meaning, essentially, that they do 
not have a conscience. It is not 
that this group fails to grasp the 
difference between good and bad; 
it is that the distinction fails to 
limit their behavior. The intellectual 
difference between right and wrong 
does not bring on the emotional 
sirens and flashing blue lights, or 
the fear of God, that it does for the 
rest of us. Without the slightest blip 
of guilt or remorse, one in twenty-
five people can do anything at all.”
—The Sociopath Next Door

Psychology at its best describes 
and explains the obvious. Therefore, 
I strongly recommend you read The 
Sociopath Next Door by Dr. Martha 
Stout. The Bible, in 1 Timothy 4:2, 
describes those “whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron.” 
All feelings of guilt and shame, 
questions about whether to do or 
say something wrong, along with 
the ability to distinguish truth from 
lies, disappears. The world calls 
this type of person a sociopath—a 
person without conscience. God 
simply calls these people evil.

Unfortunately, the space here 
doesn’t allow me to share the wealth 
of information from this book. Yet, 
the gem of how to spot a sociopath 
is worth reporting. According to 
Dr. Stout, a sociopath has one solid, 
universal, tell-tale sign—and it’s 
probably not what you expect.

“After listening for almost twenty-
five years to the stories my patients 
tell me about sociopaths who have 
invaded and injured their lives, 
when I am asked, ‘How can I tell 
whom not to trust?’ the answer I 
give usually surprises people. The 
natural expectation is that I will 

describe some sinister-sounding 
detail of behavior or snippet of 
body language or threatening 
use of language that is the subtle 
giveaway. Instead, I take people 
aback by assuring them that the 
tip-off is none of these things, for 
none of these things is reliably 
present. Rather, the best clue is, of 
all things, the pity play. The most 
reliable sign, the most universal 
behavior of unscrupulous people is 
not directed, as one might imagine, 
at our fearfulness. It is, perversely, 
an appeal to our sympathy.”
—The Sociopath Next Door

Playing the victim, crocodile 
tears, melodramatic “forgiveness” 
or “repentance,” and the woe-is-me-
but-I’m-somehow-staying-strong 
mentality are all characteristics 
of a sociopath. The appeal to our 
sympathy, our trust, and our desire 
to help manipulates us into giving 
the sociopath exactly what he or 
she wants. A sociopath repeats this 
pattern over and over again, with 
subtle variations, and even experts 
are often taken in at first and fooled 
by the behavior. The common 
factor—whether in sales contracts, 

legal agreements, donations, or even 
marriages and relationships—is 
always the sociopath’s ultimate self-
centeredness and lack of conscience.

“Sociopaths have no regard 
whatsoever for the social contract, 
but they do know how to use it to 
their advantage. And all in all, I 
am sure that if the devil existed, he 
would want us to feel very sorry 
for him.”
—The Sociopath Next Door
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Three Rivers Press
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Love For God’s Word
Did you know the Bible is the “Word of God?”  It’s just as if God 

wrote a letter especially to you. In His letter, God shares things 
that He wants you to know. It makes God very happy when we 
read His Word. The Bible is full of many exciting stories of people 
who obeyed Him and some who disobeyed. 
God’s Word is also called the “law” because it gives us rules to 

obey that help us live happy lives. Your parents have laws or rules 
that they want you to obey in your home. There are traffic laws 
that tell us how fast we should drive our cars.  God’s law has very 
special rules for us to obey.

A long time ago God took a special man, named Moses, to the 
top of a very tall mountain. God gave Moses the important job 
of leading his people.  On the mountain God wrote His law on 
tablets of stone. These laws or rules tell us how we should love 
God and each other. It tells us that we must love the Lord with 
all of our heart. How excited Moses was to share this “bible” with 
the people.

Moses loved God and wanted to obey His Word.  We too, can 
show God we love him by obeying His “law.”

Oh, how I love your law! I meditate on it all day long.  
(Psalms 119:9)

Note to Parents:
•	 Read to your children the story of Moses and the Ten 

Commandments found in Exodus 20.
•	 Discuss some of the rules you have made for your home and 

why they are important.
•	 Explain the rules God gave Moses and ask your children 

to come up with examples in their own lives. For example, 
“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, …  
(Exodus 20:7). Talk about using words that use God’s name 
in anger or in a way that belittles Him.

•	 Discuss with older children the meaning of the word “pure” 
(use words such as clean, wholesome, innocent, moral). It’s 
hard to remain pure sometimes in a world with so many 
impure influences. By living according to the Bible tweens and 
teens can live pure lives. 

As You Walk
This page provides resources, lessons, and activities that help families walk closer to God. 

  Visit the Salt Shaker Christian Bookstore for more information. 
Class for K-12. 

1456 Cole Street | Enumclaw, WA 98022

Activities
Use this pattern to make two tablets similar to the ones God gave 
Moses. On one write the Psalms 119:9 and on the other list one or 
two rules you want your child to remember to obey. 

Free Writing Class

Books for ParentsKids
Available at 
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100 years agoFourth of July

2012

Enumclaw’s Fourth of July celebrations are older than the city itself. Enumclaw’s historical society sports an event poster dating back 
to 1895, announcing events like horse racing, sack races and songs by the local choir. Still as festive as ever, Enumclaw’s 2012 parade 
showcased Auburn Sheet Metal, Dave Reichert, vintage cars and an impressive show from the Carbon River Pony Club. 

Yet among all of the festivities, we have to ask ourselves, as Christians, what country and independence 
should we be celebrating?( Hebrews 11:16)

Carbon River Pony Club Buckley Log Show QueenPerformance Equine Dentistry Float Jammin’ Marching Band

Rochdale General Store Float Enumclaw Float, Early 1900s
Boy’s Horse Cart Races

© Karl Jensen© Karl Jensen

The Pure Path 
Cut out and arrange the stepping stones so they form Psalm 119:9.

How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to 
your word.   (Psalm 119:9)

Resources: 
•	 My Bible Dress-up Book (Your children will enjoy dressing up 

and acting out Bible stories; Moses found on page 16). Carla R. 
Williams, 978-0781434362. 

•	 As You Walk along the Way by Carla R. Williams, 978-1579214913
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1456 Cole Street • Enumclaw • 360.825.7258
www.TheSaltShaker.com

10%off
a purchase of a Bible, 

children’s Bible, or Bible cover.*

* Some resrictions apply. Void where prohibited. Limit one per customer. Expires October 1, 2012.

Story Time
Wednesdays at 11:30
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gambling:  the sin of selfishness       
Gambling is a completely selfish 

act. A gambler is only concerned 
with his or her present pleasure 
and future hopes of greater gain. 
Let’s get to the heart of the matter. 
Scratch off a lottery ticket and 
you stroke your flesh and defile 
your soul. The world around you 
is dying, individuals, probably 
including yourself, quickly head 
to hell while you seek against 
the odds to win something for 
yourself. Jesus laid down His life 
for others and has a loving work 
for you to do, yet you gamble with 
the things of His world. Gamblers 
had fun at the foot of the cross on 
which Jesus suffered.

When the soldiers crucified 
Jesus, they took his clothes, 
dividing them into four shares, 
one for each of them, with 
the undergarment remaining. 
This garment was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top 
to bottom.  “Let’s not tear 
it,” they said to one another. 
“Let’s decide by lot who will 
get it.” This happened that the 
scripture might be fulfilled 
which said, “They divided my 
garments among them and cast 
lots for my clothing.” So this 
is what the soldiers did. (John 
19:23-24)

Jesus bled and died while 
soldiers gambled blissfully, too 
selfish to take notice. While the 
blood dripped down and the 
pain surged through His body, 
the gamblers threw the dice.  

Only a cold, dead heart could 
gamble at such a time. 

No wonder the Bible tells 
us the self-seeking will be 
tormented in hell forever and 
ever. How right for Jesus to 
become angry and full of wrath 
toward those who use, simply for 
a little bit of pleasure, the things 
He created in this world.

But for those who are self-seek-
ing and who reject the truth 
and follow evil, there will be 
wrath and anger. (Romans 2:8)

the Justification      
  But you say that the money 

will be used for good purposes. 
The government sets the profits 
aside for education and if you 
personally win you can help your 
family and maybe others. We love 
to use such lies in order to justify 
a faithless attempt to meet our 
selfish needs. We might as well 
say that Hitler was a good person 
because he put people back to 
work and gave us the Volkswagen, 
which translated means, “The 

People’s Car.” Ill-gotten gain is 
the word that best describes the 
money won at gambling. 

Such is the end of all who 
go after ill-gotten gain; it 
takes away the lives of those 
who get it. (Proverbs 1:19)

Winnings from gambling are 
ill-gotten gain because they were 
not received by faith from God, 
but through the manipulation 
and schemes of man. God knows 
your needs and if you seek Him, 
God will certainly provide. So 
first of all, gambling tells God 
that He cannot be trusted to 
supply our needs. 

Second, gambling is greed 

because it demonstrates a desire 
for things beyond food and 
clothing (1 Timothy 6:8). Seeking 
anything beyond such simple 
things amounts to stealing, for 
it takes from God what does 
not belong to you. Just look at 
the situations where gambling 
flourishes. While states declare 
they will build roads, parks and 
schools with lottery money, our 
society morally dies. Anyone 
who says things are on a moral 
upswing believes a lie.

Next, those who declare 
gambling is just a little fun fail 
to grasp that they are decaying 
spiritually. Indeed, many lives, 
from the workers in the gambling 
industry to the gamblers 
themselves are swept away by 
a lust for money and things. 
Gambling is no more “just having 

a little fun” than putting a bullet 
in a gun, spinning the barrel, and 
pulling the trigger. Gambling is 
a deadly sin that God says takes 
away the very lives of those who 
spin the barrel, pull the lever, or 
throw the dice.

it’s Not your money      
Your money does not belong to 

you—it is God’s. 

Wealth and honor come from 
you; you are the ruler of all 
things. In your hands are 
strength and power to ex-
alt and give strength to all. 
(1 Chronicles 29:12)

God has loaned you money so 
that you might live and give to 
others. Since God has a specific 
plan for the money that he 
enabled you to earn, in reality 
you steal from God by gambling. 
It would be the same as if you 
came into my house and I gave 
you money to buy food and you 
got drunk instead.

He who has been stealing 
must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful 
with his own hands, that he 
may have something to share 
with those in need. 
(Ephesians 4:28)

Now that you know these things, 
repent and use money to share 
with those in need.

Worthless money                 
Jesus commands that we must 

hate and despise money. Period. 
You can read it for yourself in 
Luke 16:13. I know you don’t see 
this in the church but that doesn’t 
change Jesus’ words. Money to 
God is quote, a “detestable” thing 
(Luke 16:15). Individuals often 
retort with “the love of money” 
is the sin, but not money itself. 
Well, he who does not hate and 
despise money loves it. And, in 
spite of what others might say, 
God views money as detestable. 
It is not hard to see why if you get 
your eyes off petty winnings and 
see Jesus on the cross. 

God’s commands delight those 
who love the selfless love of Jesus. 
As the following scripture tells 
us, God will turn our hearts from 
worthless things, such as money 
and possessions, to matters of 
real treasures.

Direct me in the path of your 
commands, for there I find de-
light. Turn my heart toward 
your statutes and not toward 
selfish gain. Turn my eyes 
away from worthless things; 
preserve my life according to 
your word. (Psalm 119:35-37)

Don’t believe that the selfish 
gains from gambling are 
worthless? Consider the many 
stories of those who have gained 
the wealth of the world and 
wished they hadn’t. Think of Mrs. 
Jewel Whittaker, who won, with 
her husband, $314,000,000.00, 
the richest undivided jackpot 
in American history won with 
a lottery ticket—three hundred 
fourteen million. All that money 
and she now declares, “I wish 
all of this never would have 

happened,” Jewel Whittaker told 
The Charleston Gazette  “I wish 
I would have torn the ticket up.” 
Wednesday, December 15, 2004 

Certainly there are those 
who love gambling enough that 
they would never say such a 
thing. Like a heroin addict, they 
don’t mind the destruction to 
themselves as long as they can get 
high. Of course it doesn’t really 
matter that many die regretting 
their lives, their gambling and 
their selfishness. It doesn’t matter 
whether gambling does good, 
provides some recreation, or 
benefits society in some way, 
for God will rightly judge such 
selfish sinners. God’s judgment 
is a sure bet, a 100% guaranteed 
sure winner. So sure, it can’t 
really be classified as a bet—God 
will judge and send to hell those 
who forfeited their souls for a few 

Bet you Won’t like this
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moments of gambling pleasure.

What good will it be for a man 
if he gains the whole world, 
yet forfeits his soul? Or what 
can a man give in exchange 
for his soul? (Matthew 16:26)

getting rich    
Jewel and her husband provide 

God’s examples to us of what 
money and things can do to us. 
Their story stands as a warning 
to those willing to look and  
reveals God’s love in instructing 
us as He does. Books have been 
written of the rich and famous 
and tragic lives. Pages and pages 
tell of those who became rich 
and perished in their greed and 
of those who desired wealth but 
never gained it, and as a result, 
ruined themselves and others 
around them. Stories of great gold 
rushes are littered with bodies 
and souls of men; their misery, 
and the pain they caused others, 
etched in human history. After 
all it doesn’t take riches to ruin 
a man—it only takes the desire 
to be rich. Struggling to become 
wealthy traps men and women 
into thinking money will bring 
happiness while allowing them 
to feed their “harmful desires.” 
Just think of your thoughts, lust, 
and wants. If you had all the 
money and time to fulfill those 
desires, what a vile creature you 
could become. It would, as this 
scripture describes, plunge you 
into ruin and destruction.

People who want to get rich fall 
into temptation and a trap and 
into many foolish and harmful 
desires that plunge men into 
ruin and destruction.  For the 
love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil. Some people, eager 
for money, have wandered from 
the faith and pierced themselves 
with many griefs.  
(1 Timothy 6:9-10)

Many who were once Christians 
have by one coin after another 
wandered from the true faith 
in Jesus. In the name of being 
good stewards they have sought 
for themselves the detestable 
money of this world and “pierced 
themselves with many griefs.” 

The solution? Seek the living 
God, who can turn your heart 
from worthless activities, such as 
gambling, and toward things that 
really things that really matter—
things that are not only good for 
us, but also hold treasures of joy 
and love. If gambling ensnares 
you, ask yourself, “Do I really 
want to bet on the results of 
remaining a self-centered person 
against the winning odds of the 
selfless love of God?”

shallow End
(Continued from Front Page)

True Christianity forces you to 
think like never before. It demands 
the full use of your mind, and 
stretches it beyond mere human 
reasoning and into divine faith.  If 
there is one thing Jesus requires 
it’s all the thinking and reasoning 
a man can muster. Only the high 
dive at the deep end exists when it 
comes to true Christianity. Jump 
into the pool called Christianity 
expecting to touch bottom and you 
will find yourself gasping for air. 

God encourages questioning and 
thinking and invites us to walk 
on water with Him. He bids us to 
come and reason with Him. So 
you might rightly ask. “Why are 
there so many fools in the church?” 
Simply because, when it comes to 
clear-minded thinking, many either 
refuse to step out of the boat or they 
jump into the sea, only to swim 
around in their own opinions. 

God encourages us to think, 
and those who refuse to do so, 
He considers doomed fools. God 
specifically invites us to reason 
with Him in the following passage:

“Come now, let us reason to-
gether,” says the Lord. “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though 
they are red as crimson, they 
shall be like wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)

I emphasize this point so much 
in my ministry that members 
of the congregation have always 
laughed at the suggestion they 
are “brainwashed.” The churches I 
pastored certainly had faults, but 
the idea of anyone not expected 
to thoroughly think and reason 
things through is an absurd 
accusation. On the contrary, I 
have seen many people leave the 
church precisely because they grew 
tired of thinking. After all, it’s hard 
work. They wanted, as so many do, 
a simple kind of faith that claims 
heaven and goes on its happy 
ignorant way; attending church 
each Sunday morning, yet sinking 
in the their shallow thinking.

So, having said all that, let’s begin 
to reason with God, shall we? (No, 
I’m not claiming to be God—just 
pointing to Him, as always.) God 
invites hard questions—“Come let 
us reason.” He wants to deal with 
your doubts. He welcomes those 
who struggle to understand Him. 
Let’s take advantage of His merciful 
offer and consider one of the most 
common questions that searching 
people often ask.

 If God is a God of love, why 
does He permit so much evil in 
the world? 

This, by the way, is an excellent 
question—and not one to be 
dismissed with a shallow answer. 
Pity the men and women who do 
not even ask this question or seek the 

answer during their short lifetimes. 
While asking the question is 

easy, accepting the answer creates 
the rub for most people. The quick 
answer: Love. Love is the reason 
God allows so much evil.

The God of  love desires fellowship 
with beings independent enough 
to love Him with self-awareness 
and willingness. Without such 
a foundation, the concept of 
love would mean nothing to us. 
We obviously would consider it 
strange, or even insane, for a person 
to marry their teddy bear. We 
know, instinctively and rationally, 
something is missing. By the same 
token, God cannot have a loving 
relationship with a carbon robot 
called human.

Take the iPhone® for example. 
Despite all the ways people interact 
with an iPhone®, no one can say 
they have a relationship with 
it—at least, not if they want to be 
considered normal. An iPhone® has 
no spirit, no soul, no life, and no 
power of independent reasoning. 
Likewise, if God created humans 
in the same way—with no free will, 
no soul, no spirit—God would use 
us like we do iPhones®—as mere 
machines programmed as a way to 
waste time and entertain ourselves. 
For God to have a relationship 
with a created being, some spark of 
independency must exist. 

Because God is Love and desires 
relationship He made mankind 
different from the animals. Apes 
and humans may share 96% of their 
genetic make-up, but God gave 
humans something special –a soul, 
an independent self-awareness, 
and the ability to reason with their 
Creator. That gift makes us a one-
of-a-kind creation.

To really understand why so 
much evil fills the world we must 
consider the idea of eternity. 
Whether you believe in God, 
heaven, or hell is not important 
at the moment. However, to 
understand if there is a God and 
why He would allow so much 
evil you must accept the reality 
of eternity. Otherwise, if there 
is no eternity, then the agnostic 
is correct, God is not good and 
we should all feel free to go our 
selfish ways. 

However, if God is indeed 
good and heaven is a place of 
unending raptures of joy, peace, 
and happiness and hell a place of 
unending pain, raging fires and 
brimstone, and complete torment, 
then it’s easy to see why God allows 
so much evil. God promised He 
will wipe away every tear of those 
harmed by evil and He will torment 
every unrepentant sinner. Yet 
here’s the kicker—for all eternity.

The last book of the Bible 
records what will take place when 
time has ended:

... and God will wipe every tear 
from their eyes (Revelation 7:17)  

...he will be tormented with fire 
and brimstone (Revelation 14:10)

...and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and ever. 
(Revelation 20:10)  

No matter how vile the crime, 
God will make it right in the 
end. When you consider the 
consequences of eternity, God’s 
toleration of evil occurs but a 
brief moment, and in reality, 
is mercy and not cruelty. From 
God’s viewpoint, from eternity’s 
viewpoint, earth’s existence and its 
evil don’t last even a second. Since 
we are creatures of time, such truths 
are harder for us to grasp.  However, 
we can gain some understanding 
from the scientists who tell us the 
Universe is billions of years old, 
while all of human history is just 
a dot on a timeline extending for 
miles and miles. In fact, a dot on 
a line disappears completely when 
stretched out forever. Therefore, 
from the perspective of eternity, 
even the “brief moment” God 
allows evil becomes no time at all.

So let’s join the dots to answer 
our question why this life and the 
world are corrupted and full of evil. 
•	 God exists and is eternal; 

therefore we must consider 
eternity in the answer. 

•	 God is a God of love 
who desires fellowship 
and allows us to have 
reasoning and free will to 
make choices.

•	 God knows He will judge 
the world and therefore 
allows evil to last for a 
brief moment.

Connect such knowledge with the 
joys of heaven versus the tortures of 
hell for the unrepentant and you’re 
well on your way to reasoning 
with the living God instead of just 
being frustrated beyond reason. In 
this context, God’s judgment as to 
where we will spend eternity takes 
on a life-changing significance. 
Unfortunately, most people don’t see 
themselves as falling under God’s 
judgment—but that’s a subject for a 
future Shallow End article.

 © iPhone is a registread trademark 
of Apple, Inc. 2012

Have Questions You 
WANT ANSWERED?

SEND YOUR QUESTION TO:

shallowend@thediscerningtimes.com



12The Discerning Times™

New!

On the side of Sears and across from Xpress Lube.

Current yogurt fl avors available Online. 

DiscerningThe Times
PO Box 856
Enumclaw, WA 98022

™

To donate or volunteer visit: 
InnocenceProject.org

W E  S U P P O R T

� e Innocence Project is a national litigation and public 
policy organization dedicated to exonerating wrongfully 
convicted individuals through DNA testing and reforming 
the criminal justice system to prevent further injustice.


